
Bruce P. Carlson Student Scholarship Competition  •  2026 Winners Recital

Saturday, April 25, 2026  •  1:00 PM
Ordway Concert Hall, Saint Paul, Minnesota

Yuran Liu, baritone  •  1st Prize Voice III				    Accompanist: James Li	
Giuseppe Verdi  •  È sogno? O realtà? from Falstaff

Summer Liu, cello  •  1st Prize Strings I				    Accompanist: Kerri LeJeune	
Alberto Ginastera  •  Pampeana No. 2, Mvt. I

Adam Ngo, piano  •  1st Prize Piano I				  

Frédéric Chopin  •  Scherzo No. 3, Op. 39 in C-sharp minor

Lorelei Schoenhard, violin  •  1st Prize Strings II				  

Niccolò Paganini  •  Caprice No. 24 in A minor

Soren Winikoff, guitar  •  1st Prize Guitar II				  

Frederic Mompou  •  Suite Compostelana, Preludio & Coral

Reagan Conklin, soprano  •  1st Prize Voice I				    Accompanist: Judy Stafslien
André Previn  •  “I Want Magic!” from A Streetcar Named Desire

Maria Torres Melgares, saxophone  •  1st Prize Brass & Woodwinds III 

David Salleras  •  Mi Bailaora

Vladimir Tsiper, violin  •  2nd Prize Strings III 				    Accompanist: Irina Elkina
Alexander Glazunov    •   Violin Concerto in A minor, Op. 82, Allegro

INTERMISSION

Gideon Scheeler, piano  •  1st Prize Piano III				  

Camille Saint-Saëns  •  Etude Op. 52, No. 6, En Forme de Valse

Ryan Vecchio, tuba  •  1st Prize Brass & Woodwinds II				    Accompanist: Kerri LeJeune
Bruce Broughton  •  Sonata for Tuba and Piano, Mvt. I

Harold Fang, piano  •  1st Prize Piano II				  

Samuel Barber  •  Nocturne (Homage to John Field), Op. 33

Lukas Murdych, guitar  •  2nd Prize Guitar III 				  

J. S. Bach  •  Prelude & Allegro from Prelude, Fugue, and Allegro in E-flat major, BWV 998

Scotlyn Haverkorn, soprano  •  2nd Prize Voice II				    Accompanist: Jamie Schmidt
Ottorino Respighi  •  Nebbie

Alex Scheel, violin  •  1st Prize Strings IV				  

Eugène Ysaÿe  •  Sonata for Solo Violin, Op. 27, No. 2, I. Obsession 

Zhengyang Zhang, piano  •  1st Prize Piano IV

Sergei Prokofiev  •  Piano Sonata No. 6, Op.82, Mvt. 4

Special thanks to our Concert Sponsor Special thanks to 
Dorothy J. Horns, M.D. and 
James P. Richardson for sponsoring 
commemorative t-shirts

Musicians on the Rise  •  Hosted by Alison Young

Today’s performance is supported in part by Anne Hunter in memory of Stephen and Thelma Hunter

This activity is made possible by the voters 
of Minnesota through a Minnesota State Arts 
Board Operating Support grant, thanks to a 
legislative appropriation from the arts and 
cultural heritage fund, and a grant from the 
Wells Fargo Foundation Minnesota.



First Prize Scholarship Awards
Adam Ngo • Piano I  
John Nasseff & Hélène Houle Scholarship Award
Hill Murray School  •  Teacher: Jose Uriarte

Harold Fang  •  Piano II  
Sara Giuffre Marchetti Award
Wayzata High School  •  Teacher: Denis Evstuhin

Gideon Scheeler  •  Piano III  
Dorothy Ode Mayeske Scholarship Award
University of Minnesota   •  Teacher: Alexander Braginsky

Zhengyang Zhang  •  Piano IV  
Catherine Neimeyer Memorial Award
University of Minnesota  •  Teacher: Paul Shaw

Summer Liu, cello  •  Strings I
Anne French Burnham Award
Lake Middle School  •  Teacher: Andrea Glass

Lorelei Schoenhard, violin  •  Strings II  
Maud Taylor Hill Scholarship Award
Saint John’s Preparatory School  •  Teacher: Marion Judish

Jane Story, violin  •  Strings III  
Eleanor J. Andersen Award
Rice University  •  Teacher: Paul Kantor

Alexander Scheel, violin  •  Strings IV 
Teachers: Aaron Janse, Ray Shows, Nancy Oliveros

Second Prize Scholarship Awards
Anna Golovko  •  Piano I
Goodhue Public School   •  Teacher: Julia Elkina

Alex Rodriguez  •  Piano II 
Alexandria Area High School  •  Teacher: Paul Wirth 

Yunseo Chang  •  Piano III
University of Cincinnati  •  Teacher: Jackson Leung

Jonathan Bass  •  Piano IV
University of Iowa  •  Teacher: Ksenia Nosikova

Akiho Sugiyama, violin  •  Strings I
Iowa City West High School  •  Teacher: Scott Conklin

Samuel Dangerfield, cello  •  Strings II 
Homeschool  •  Teacher: Mina Fisher

Vladimir Tsiper, violin  •  Strings III
Schwob School of Music  •  Teacher: Sergiu Schwartz

Hanxi Zheng, violin  •  Strings IV
University of Minnesota  •  Teacher: Stephanie Arado

Aidan Anderson, baritone  •  Voice I
Concordia College at Moorhead  •  Teacher: Anthony Leathern

Scotlyn Haverkorn, soprano  •  Voice II 
Teacher: Shallece Peters

Dylan Woodman, baritone  •  Voice III 
Teacher: Daniel Johnson-Wilmot

Evelyn Moren, clarinet  •  Brass & Woodwinds II
Armstrong High School  •  Teacher: Nina Olsen

JuHyun Lee, clarinet  •  Brass & Woodwinds III 
University of Minnesota  •  Teacher: Sangyoon Kim

Isaiah Roazen  •  Guitar II 
Duluth East High School  •  Teacher: Christopher Becknell

Lukas Murdych  •  Guitar III 
University of Minnesota  •  Teacher: Maja Radovanlija
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Reagan Conklin, soprano  •  Voice I 
Helen Hunt Memorial Award
University of Wisconsin- Stevens Point  •  Teacher: Matthew Markham

Adam Phillips, bass  •  Voice II 
Eleanor Koehler Ellerbe Award
Drake University  •  Teacher: Leanne Freeman-Miller

Yuran Liu, baritone  •  Voice III 
Arlene Didier Scholarship Award 
University of Minnesota  •  Teacher: Victoria Vargas

Ryan Vecchio, tuba  •  Brass & Woodwinds II 
Anna M. Heilmaier Memorial Award
Edina High School  •  Teacher: Steve Campbell

Maria Torres Melgares, saxophone  •  Brass & Woodwinds III
The Schubert Club 50th Anniversary Award
University of Iowa  •  Teacher: Kenneth Tse

Soren Winikoff •  Guitar II
Diane and Mark Gorder Award
Mounds Park Academy  •  Teacher: Alan Johnston

Sean Keegan  •  Guitar III
Frank Neibel Whitson Memorial Award
Teacher: René Izquierdo

Thelma Hunter/Schubert Club Award
Scotlyn Haverkorn, soprano  •  Teacher: Shallece Peters

Abe Hunter Award for Arts Song
Wenbo Zhao, baritone  •  University of Minnesota  •  Teacher: Victoria Vargas
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Third Prize Scholarship Awards
Emma Lu  •  Piano I
Minnetonka Middle School West  •  Teacher: Alexander Braginsky

Andre Peck  •  Piano II
Logan High School  •  Teacher: Joseph Zins

Jonathan Stoker  •  Piano III
Iowa State University •  Teacher: Mei-Hsuan Huang

Yufeng Xu, violin  •  Strings I
Wayzata East Middle School  •  Teacher: Isoa Chapman

Sophia Alexander, cello  •  Strings II
The Blake School  •  Teacher: Mina Fisher

Amina Knapp, violin •  Strings III
Northwestern University  •  Teacher: Jinjoo Cho

Runze Shao, violin  •  Strings IV
University of Minnesota  •  Teacher: Stephanie Arado

Colin Heaston, baritone  •  Voice I
Drake University  •  Teacher: Leanne Freeman-Miller

Cadie Logston, soprano  •  Voice II
University of South Dakota  •  Teacher: Tracelyn Gesteland

Yige Tang, soprano  •  Voice III
University of Minnesota  •  Teacher: Jane Giering-De Haan

Ezra Kusa, trombone  •  Brass & Woodwinds II
Highland Park Senior High  •  Teacher: Douglas Wright

Kalina Lee, oboe  •  Brass & Woodwinds III
Oberlin Conservatory   •  Teacher: Robert Walters

Zikora Anyake •  Guitar II
Wayzata East Middle School   •  Teacher: Alan Johnston

Aaron Baldauf  •  Guitar III
Teacher: René Izquierdo

Real! Who wants real?
I know I don’t want it. I want magic!
Magic! Yes! That’s what I want!
That’s what I try to give to people.
I do misrepresent things.
I don’t tell the truth.
But I tell what ought to be the truth.
What it ought to be.
Yes, magic. Magic’s what I try to give to people.
If that’s a sin,
If that is such a sin, then let me be…
damned for it!
Don’t turn on that light!
It’ll all look so ugly in that light.
Why not see by candlelight…
or moonlight, or by starlight?
they are bright enough to see by.
Sometimes too bright.

André Previn  •  “I Want Magic” 
from A Streetcar Named Desire

Ottorino Respighi  •  Nebbie (Mists)

Soffro, lontan lontano
Le nebbie sonnolente
Salgono dal tacente 
         Piano.

Alto gracchiando, i corvi,
Fidati all’ali nere,
Traversan le brughiere
        Torvi.

Dell’aere ai morsi crudi
Gli addolorati tronchi
Offron, pregando, i bronchi 
        Nudi.

Come ho freddo!... Son sola;
Pel grigio ciel sospinto 
Un gemito destinto
        Vola;

E mi ripete: Vieni,
È buia la vallata.
O triste, o disamata,
        Vieni!

I suffer. Far, far away
the sleeping mists
rise from the silent 

plain.

Shrilling cawing, the crows,
trusting their black wings
cross the heath 

grimly.

To the raw weathering of the air
the sorrowful tree trunks
offer, praying, their 

bare branches.

How cold am I! I am alone;
driven through the gray sky
a wail of extinction 

flies;

And repeats to me: come, 
the valley is dark.
Oh sad, oh unloved one,

Come! Come!

È un sogno? Mastro Ford! Dormi?
Svegliati! Su! ti desta!
Tua moglie sgarra e mette in 
mal’assetto
l’onor tuo, la tua casa ed il tuo letto!
L’ora è fissata, tramato l’inganno;
sei gabbato e truffato!
E poi diranno che un marito geloso è 
un insensato!
Già dietro a me nomi d’infame conio
fischian passando; mormora lo 
scherno.
O matrimonio: Inferno! 

Donna: Demonio!
Nella lor moglie abbian fede i babbei!
Affiderei la mia birra a un Tedesco,
tutto il mio desco a un Olandese 
lurco,
la mia bottiglia d’acquavite a un 
Turco,
non mia moglie a sè stessa. O laida 
sorte!
Quella brutta parola in cor mi torna:
le corna! Bue! Capron! Le fusa torte!

Is it dream or reality? … Two huge 
branches
Are spouting on my head.
Is it a dream? Master Ford!
Master Ford! Are you asleep?
Wake up! On! It awakens you!
Your wife sins
and puts up badly
Your honor, your home and your 
bed!
The hour is fixed, the deception is 
plotted;
You’re fooled and cheated! …
And then they will say
That a jealous husband is a fool!
Already behind me names of 
infamous coinage
Whistling;
the murmurs of mockery.
O marriage, hell!

Woman: Demon!
The suckers have faith in their wives!
I would trust my beer to a German,
All my table to a dirty Dutchman,
My bottle of brandy to a Turk,
Not my wife to herself.
Or bad luck!
That ugly word in my heart comes 
back to me:
The horns! Ox! Capron! purred 
cakes!
Ah! the horns! the horns!
But you will not escape me! no! dirty, 
guilty,
Damned epicure!
First I’ll match them
And then I take it. I burst!
I will avenge the affront!
Praised always be
In the depths of my heart, jealousy.

Giuseppe Verdi  •  È sogno? O realtà? from Falstaff



Ann Juergens, President
Barry Kempton, Artistic & Executive Director
Shekela Wanyama, Education, Community Partnerships & Museum Director
Gweni Caine, Education & Museum Programs Manager
Chris McDonald, Education & Museum Associate

Thank you to this year’s judges:

Preliminary judges

Sally Chisholm, Grace Choi, Benjamin Downs, Nse Ekpo, Denise Hernández, Christiana Howell, Linh Kauffman, 
Ruth Marshall, Mark Mazullo, Andy McCullough, Miryana Moteva, Andreea Muț, Maureen Nelson, Patty Ryan, 
Joshua Schwalbach, Gabriela Solis, Justin Staebell, Nicholas Susi, Jason Tanksley, Mary Tollefson, 
Matthew Valverde, Shannon Wettstein-Sadler, Karl Wiederwohl, Alison Young

Finals judges
Brass & Woodwinds: Allison Loggins-Hull  •  Guitar: Matthew Slotkin  •  Piano: Anna Polonsky
Strings: Jonathan Dormand  • Voice: Sasha Cooke

Thank you to our volunteers!
Analigia Batres, Ann Braaten, Chris Caine, Kate Cooper, Mary Cunningham, Bre DeNure, Katherine Eklund, Catherine Furry, 
Olivia Griggs, Aliese Hoesel, Dorothy Horns, Dick King, Nancie Litin, Amy Marret, Bonnie Marron, Heather Palmer, Jim Peterson, 
Christine Podas-Larson, Dan Ruether-Affor, Dan Sadoff, Lydia Sadoff, Kim Severson, Larry Wilson

Special thanks to
Dorothy J. Horns, M.D. and James P. Richardson for sponsoring commemorative t-shirts

Bruce P. Carlson 

Student Scholarship Competition
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This activity is made possible by the voters of 

Minnesota through a Minnesota State Arts Board 

Operating Support grant, thanks to a legislative 

appropriation from the arts and cultural 

heritage fund, and a grant from the Wells Fargo 

Foundation Minnesota.

ABOUT THE HOST

Special thanks to our Concert Sponsors

As a former professional flutist,  Alison 
Young enjoyed a diverse music career as 
an orchestral principal, soloist and teacher 
performing on five continents including 
North America and New York City’s 
Carnegie Hall. She has a knack for solo 
recitals with the Atlanta Constitution and 
Journal agreeing, calling her “a recitalist of 
great poise and technical security, dazzling 
precision and virtuosic flair.”

Before dystonia ended her playing career, 
she made the recording premiere of David 
Diamond’s flute concerto much to his 

delight. He said hers was “some of the 
finest flute playing I have heard.” Two years 
later, she toured Argentina, playing her own 
arrangements of Piazzolla tangos and other 
works, releasing a CD and finally publishing 
her arrangements in a book that takes its 
name from a newspaper review, A Little 
Tango in Her Blood, music for Flute and 
Piano from Argentina.

Alison Young was more of a cheerleader for 
music and musicians, as a mid-day DJ on 
Classical Minnesota Public Radio as well as 
American Public Media’s syndicated concert 

program, SymphonyCast, the Saint Paul 
Chamber Orchestra and St. Olaf Christmas. 
And now coming full circle she identifies as  
a voice over artist, writer, public speaker,  
and sometime-flutist.

An avid kayaker, rock climber, biker, skier 
and long-distance backpacker, she lives  
with her husband across the street from  
the birthplace of F. Scott Fitzgerald in  
Saint Paul, Minnesota.


